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SERMON XI-* 


— 


BY REV. RUFUS W. CLARK, D.D., 


OF ALBANY, N. Y. 


THE SOURCES OF MINISTERIAL SUCCESS. 


“Sropy to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” —2 Tim, 2 : 15. 

I xnow of no position on earth so full of responsibility, requir- 
ing such varied mental and moral attainments, and dependent for 
success upon so many outward conditions and spiritual forces, as 
that of the preacher of the gospel. He has committed to him the 
most vital interests of society—the work of extending the Redeem- 
er’s kingdom, and maintaining the honor and worship of God 
among men. He is called to deal with truths the most solemn 
and momentous that can engage human attention—truths that de- 
mand the highest mental force to be understood ; that must pass 
through the heart to fully reach and move the intellect, and must 
be accompanied with a supernatural influence, to become the wis- 
dom and power of God, to the salvation of men. 


* Preached at the installation of the Rev. William Bailey, Pastor of the Third Re- 
formed Dutch Church, of Albany, N. Y. 





| 
| 


SEE ———— — - 





122 THE NATIONAL PREACHER. 


In the prosecution of his work he must contend with the deceit- 
fulness and treachery of his own heart; with the natural inward 
tendencies to indolence, pride, or personal ambition. In seeking 
to enforce the truth and influence his fellow-men, he must main- 
tain a constant warfare with their prejudices and passions; with 
the power of evil habits, and the constant action upon their 
opinions, of out-spoken infidelity and the subtle and insidious 
forms of prevailing skepticism. He must labor onin the darkness 
of discouragement as well as in the sunshine of prosperity ; sowin 
the precious seed of the divine Word falling on stony ground, al 
amid briers and thorns, as well as reaching the fertile soil of a 
receptive and responsive nature. 

ell may we exclaim: “ Who is sufficient for these things ?” 

But, brethren, if God calls us to a work, he will give us the 
—— strength to perform it. If the labor is arduous, and the 
difficulties and the discouragements great, yet he will see to it, 
that they who go forth weeping, bearing precious seed, shall 
return, bringing their sheaves with them. 

The gospel ministry has been, in the past, a power. It has 
been mighty to the pulling down of the strongholds of sin. It has 
met on the field of conflict principalities, powers, and the rulers 
of the darkness of this world, and vanquished them. It has smit- 
ten idolatry, purified governments, enlightened nations, planted 
the institutions of a pure religious faith, and been the means of 
fitting millions for the joys and honors of immortality. 

And the achievements of the past certainly lie within the possi- 
bilities of the future. 

Let us, then, avail ourselves of the present occasion to inguire 
into the sources or elements of ministerral success. 


I. Inthe first place, the preacher of the gospel must have his mind 
stored with knowledge of divine truth. 

The apostle who addressed the words of our text to Timothy, 
also said to him: Give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to 
doctrine. . . . Meditate upon these things; give thyself wholly 
to them, that thy profiting may appear to all. 

The successful preacher must ever, as well as when St. Paul 
wrote, devote his life to study, to a critical investigation of the 
doctrines and teachings of the Holy Scriptures, and to protracted 
meditation upon the themes that pertain to the government of 
heaven, the mission of Jesus, and the solemnities of immortality. 
Accepting, as we do, the Bible as a revelation from God, this is 
ever to be an authority on which all creeds, articles of faith, and 
systems of theology must lean. This is the mine in which we 
must dig for the hidden treasures of knowledge—for the gold and 
silver and precious stones with which to build and decorate the 
spiritual temple. 
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The minister of God must walk amid those sacred histories, 
that, bearing the impress of inspiration, take him back to the 
cradling of the human family, and those opening scenes that have 
the types and shadows of blessings and glories, yet to be revealed. 
He must have hig heart tuned to the melody of the sweet singer 
of Israel, and catch the notes of those sublime anthems, that a 
thousand years before Christ’s advent celebrated his coming, and 
inaugurated the principles upon which his great kingdom would 
be established. He must listen to the bold and earnest prophets 
until their utterances reach the depths of his soul, kindle his thirst 
for divine truth, and teach him that the “fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of knowledge.” He must mingle with evangelists and 
apostles until their records and teachings become a part of his - 
own intellect—real life; until he can say: “I live, yet not I, but 
Christ liveth in me;” until he is “‘able to comprehend, with all 
saints, what is the breadth and length and depth and height, and 
to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, and be filled 
with all the fullness of God.” 

But while the pure and mighty stream of Scriptural knowledge 
fertilizes the intellect of the — he should not ignore other 
sources and departments of influence. If he resorts to the gardens 


of literature, he may meet there the cultivated scholar, whom his 
own culture may impress, and through which he may convey that 


knowledge which will make him wise unto salvation. 

If he is familiar with the principles of science, he may meet 
the learned skeptic on his own ground, and convince him that 
truth, whether found in nature or revelation, is from the same 
divine source, and should awaken the same reverence and love 
toward the Author of all things. 

In history he may disco.er the practical workings of the laws 
of God, and gather, from the career of individuals and the fate of 
empires, proofs of the moral attributes of Jehovah. Poetry may 
furnish him with garlands with which to decorate the sanctuary 
and adorn the altars of religion, and classical learning will aid 
him in substantiating the truths and unfolding the meaning of 
the sacred oracles. 

And here I may remark that this element of pulpit power is 
demanded by the times in which we live. The tendencies of 
society in-our day are, all must allow, very rapid from the forms 
and externals of religion to its vital principles ; from ecclesiastical 
dictation to the moral and intellectual power of the pulpit; every 
step of advancement in education, every quickening influence 
that the community receives from the progress of the sciences and 
improvement in the arts, only increases the labors and responsi- 
bilities of the pulpit. As in our country, especially, the pulpit 
has, from the earliest periods of our history, acted directly upon 
the people, forming their tastes as well as their moral character, 
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promoting general education and aiding in giving character to 
our literature ; so the community is now reiicting upon the pulpit, 
and demanding that its active spirit and its thirst for knowledge 
be satisfied. And while we have among our auditors those who, 
equally with ourselves, have access to every department of litera- 
ture and science—men skilled in argument, and able to present 
their views in an appropriate and forcible diction ; while the press 
is teeming with works upon all subjects that find their way into 
every family, and while at the bar, in the legislative hall, the 
lecture-room, and the public assembly, tmenls are swayed by 
the power of ry and the magic of a resistless eloquence—the 
pulpit can not fail in intellectual ability, without losing its influ- 
— - sacrificing the high interests which it was instituted to 
efend. 


II. Another element of the preacher's success lies in presenting 
truth to his audience in tts argumentative and doctrinal forms. 

Declamation may move the sensibilities, exhortation may excite 
the feelings, but it is by the pressure of the great principles of 
God’s rod against the conscience—by the repeated, assaults of 
vigorous argument, accompanied by the power of the Spirit, upon 
the citadels of iniquity in the soul—that the hearer is led to repent 
and believe. 

It was when Paul reasoned of righteousness, temperance, and a 
judgment to come, that Felix trembled. It was when Edwards 
assailed the conscience with successive and powerful arguments, 
that he gained the victory. Pursuing a chain of reasoning that 
held his auditory, almost without the power of resistance, to the 
great truths which he was laboring to establish, he destroyed one 
refuge of lies after another, at the same time making this chain 
an electric conductor that flashed conviction upon the heart. 

In reading his discourses you are irresistibly borne along by 
the torrent of argument that he ape forth. He follows you 
through all the labyrinths of a subtle skepticism—through all the 
windings of the most acute sophistry—and in attempting to with- 
stand his reasoning, you find yourself struggling against the very 
word of God, that is “the fire and the hammer that breaketh 
the flinty rock in pieces.” With him, as with every other profound 
reasoner, the sphere of action—the battle-field, so to speak—is 
transferred to the hearer’s own mind, so that the conclusions to 
which the truth drives him, seem to be his own conclusions. There 
is a voice within that responds to the sentiments uttered, that de- 
clares in tones that can not be disregarded that this is truth—God’s 
truth—eternal truth. 

One secret of Robert Hall’s power was the masterly workings 
of his reasoning faculty in elucidating the subject before him. 
With a penetration that enabled him to see all the ramifications 
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of his subject, even to the minutest fibers; with a grasp of mind 
that enabled him to summon before his mental vision all the argu- 
ments, process, and bearings of the truth under consideration ; 
with a power of abstraction which fastened his attention upon 
every point, until, from the intensity of the gaze, his soul was on 
fire with the theme—he was prepared to go before his audience 
and overpower them by the weight of his arguments and the force 
of his conclusions. Nor were his reasonings—profound as they 
were—dry, cold, and speculative. They came warm from the 
heart. They were charged, as it were, with emotion and passion, 
and though sometimes Taere, were often solemnly impressive— 
“at all events,” says one, “seeming to show that strong argument 
may be worked in fire as well as in frost.” 

The doctrines of Christianity constitute its substance and 
strength. They form the cloud by day and the pillar of fire by 
— that have led the hosts of Israel through dangers and diffi- 
culties to the promised land. And the preacher should render 
the doctrines so conspicuous that they should be the first objects 
to attract the gaze of the inquirer after truth. As the pyramids, 
in their silent grandeur, loom up in the far distance to the traveler, 
inviting his approach, and guiding him in his path, until he stands 
at their base, awe-struck by the sublimity of the scene, and over- 
powered by the consciousness that he is gazing upon imperishable 
monuments that date far back into an unknown antiquity; so 
should the traveler to eternity be led to gaze upon those imperish- 
able truths that have come to us from the Eternal Throne, and 
which are our only guide to heaven and happiness. 


Ill. Jn the eae ge itis essential to the preacher's success that 


he present the truths of the gospel in their systematic affinities and 
harmonious relations. 

Although we have not set forth in the Scriptures a complete 
logical system of doctrines, yet the more minutely we examine 
the truths presented, the more clearly we see their harmony. 
Evidences accumulate as we advance that they are parts of one 
grand whole. It is true that some points stand out more conspic- . 
uously than others. Over some there still hang the clouds of 
mystery. But enough is seen to convince us that when the mists 
shall have,been dissipated by the light of eternity, then the system 
will appear in all its symmetrical beauty and glory. 

It is also evident that all the doctrines and precepts of the 
Bible are revealed for one and the same purpose, namely, to lead 
men to repent of sin and exercise faith in Christ as the Saviour of 
the world. The doctrine of divine sovereignty and that of man’s 
free agency ; the duty of all men every where to repent, and our 
dependence upon the Holy Spirit for conversion and sanctification ; 
the invitations and warnings of the Scriptures; the promised re- 
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wards of heaven, and the threatened woes of hell—are all revealed 
because Jehovah takes no pleasure in the death of the wicked, 
but had rather they should turn from their evil way and live. 
And the preacher who presents one class of truths to the exclusion 
of another class, or who so presents a truth as to leave the im- 
pression that the Bible is inconsistent with itself, and so lessens 
man’s obligations to obey the commands of God, fails of his duty, 
and fails of success in his work. It is as much a part of his 
business to trace out and present the affinities and relations of 
doctrines, and to show that they all bear the impress of infinite 
wisdom and benevolence, as to understand their individual import 
and enforce their separate claims. 

Heresy often springs from pushing a particular doctrine beyond 
its proper and true boundaries. One may so elucidate and present 
the doctrine of the divine Unity, as to ignore the doctrine of the 
Trinity. Or, the Trinity may be so explained as to obliterate the 
idea of the divine Unity. The doctrine of predestination or elec- 
tion may be so preached as to inculcate fatalism and discourage 
the sinner from taking a single step toward the exercise of re- 
pentance and faith... On the other hand, human ability and free 
agency may be so presented as to lead the hearer to feel that he 
can safely delay attending to the interests of his soul, and at any 
moment, in the future, turn to God with the expectation of re- 
ceiving pardon and salvation. 

It is true that the gospel is a savor of life unto life tosome, and 
of death unto death to others. It is true that many hear of the 

recious Jesus only to reject him ; and that the god of this world 
Fath blinded the minds of men,so that they can not or will not 
see the light. -It is a most melancholy fact, that multitudes rush 
into the presence of Jehovah, unprepared for the fearful realities 
of the eternal state. But all this does not militate against the 
grand central truth of the Scriptures, that “God so loved the 
world that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believ- 
eth in him might not perish, but have everlasting life.” That 
truth I find in its germ, wrapped up in the promise made to our 
first parents. I belold the ancient patriarchs walking in its light, 
and prophets inspired to depict its coming glories. I trace it in 
the writings of the evangelists, and in the comprehensive and 
glowing arguments of the apostles. I see it shedding light upon 
a lonely isle ; showering visions upon the devout spirit of an exile 
from the Christian faith, and culminating in the precious invita- 
tion recorded upon the last page of the Book of Revelation: 
‘‘ Whosoever will, let him come and take of the waters of life 
freely.” 
This statement that we have quoted harmonizes all moral truth. 
Toward it flow all the doctrines of Christianity, and from it em- 
anate all the duties of religion. Under its inspiration I have only 
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to go forward and work out my own salvation with fear and 
trembling, encouraged by the blessed assurance that it is God that 
worketh in me, both to will and to do, of his good pleasure. 


IV. It is also essential to the successful preacher, that he cordially 
believe and love the truths and practice the commands that he incul- 
cates upon others. 

His character, as well as his voice, must preach the gospel. He 
must live Christianity, if he would be the instrament of impart- 
ing its power and blessedness to others. He must possess the 
Spirit of Jesus, if he would lead men to yield their hearts to him. 
To enforce the apostolic epistles, he must be himself a living epis- 
tle of divine truth, knew and read of all men. Nor can the 
highest attainments in any other or all other departments make 
up for the lack of these qualities. One may have his intellect 
richly stored with general knowledge, classical literature, and 
theological learning ; he may present the truth with all the beau- 
ties of rhetoric, the force of logic, and the glow of eloquence, and 

et, without the spiritual unction that flows from the soul of piety 
it will fall powerless upon the hearer. But if there is added to 
the elements which we have already considered, a pure religious 
fervor, that is kept alive by constant and intimate communion with 
God; if there is a love for Jesus that takes possession of ever 
faculty of the soul, absolves every passion, and fires the spirit 
with a holy ambition to make the most of study, labor, and life, 
for God and the immortal interests of man—then no sophistry can 
evade the arguments of such a preacher—no indifference or hos 
tility can resist his assaults, and no conscience sleep under his 
heart-searching appeals. 

There have lived such ministers of God—men who walked with 
Jesus before they preached his word; who have made their prep- 
aration on the Mount of Transfiguration ; who have depicted the 
attractions of heaven, aided by blessed foretastes of its joys; who 
have passed through the whole system of Christian doctrine, the 
light of a most precious religious experience. Those who listened 
to the devout and godly Whitefield could not fail to perceive, as 
he advanced, the fires of deep emotion kindling in his soul, and 
pouring forth through all the avenues of his physical and spiritual 
nature. The spirit within him flashed from hiseye. It breathed 
forth from the varied expressions of his countenance. It escaped 
from the tones of his voice, from every movement and gesture. 
It glowed in the warmth that was diffused over his whole frame. 
It enveloped him as a bright, etherial cloud—a cloud that seemed 
impregnated with inspiration. We are not surprised that Hume 
walked twenty miles to hear him. We are not surprised that 
thousands flocked around him, and, under the spell of his elo- 
quence, presented the sublime spectacle of a mass of human 
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beings, with but one heart beating among them, and that the 
burning heart of the speaker. 

Now, the age in which we live demands such a ministry—one 
with knowledge, force, and eloquence, permeated with a‘lofty 
religious enthusiasm, and inspired with the spirit of entire conse- 
cration to the service of our divine Master. 

With the wide fields of usefulness that are open all around us; 
with the preparation for the reception of the Word of God, made 
by the prevailing systems of religious instruction ; and with the 
faeilities that exist for reaching communities and nations—such a 
ministry might reap the most glorious harvest ever gathered into 
the kingdom of God. 

Into this age of ours flow all the quickening influences of the 

ast—the achievements of heroes, the lessons of history, the 
inventions in art, the discoveries in science, and, above all, the 
victories of Christian faith over error, Christian civilization over 
barbarism, and the light of God’s truth over the darkness of human 
depravity. 

The intense activity of thought that pervades every depart- 
ment ~f knowledge; the earnest enterprise that throbs through 
the arteries of trade and unfurls the sails or works the engines of 
commerce upon every sea; the revolutions that are heaving the 
foundations of systems of iniquity, and redeeming nations from 
crimes that have periled their existence—all bear the impress of 
forces that have long been working in society, and are now cul- 
minating toward the final victories. 

Said a Hindoo to an Englishman: “ Our iron sinks; you build 
yours into ships, and yonder it swims! Our wire is silent; yours 
talks in the air a thousand miles away! Our fields bring nothing 
to us but wheat; you open the sod, and lo! coal is beneath it. 
We have journeyed for ages on foot, or in palanquins; you ride 
in chariots snorting fire!’ 

To direct aright such energies; to purify the springs of power 
that are bursting forth all around us; to marshal the forces of en- 
terprise, and national progress, and achievement, so that they march 
to the music of the divine law, and under the leadership of the 
Author of Christianity—requires a ministry full of spiritual life, 
inspired with a heroic devotion and eloquence, not only in speech, 
but with all the virtues of the Christian faith. 


Finally. The minister of the gospel must feel his dence 
upon the agency of the Holy Spirit for success in his work. Through 
this agency he is taught what to preach, and upon it he is depend- 
ent for the growth of the seed planted in human hearts. 

Paul says: “ We have received the spirit which is of God that 
we might know the things that are freely given to us of God; 
which things we speak not in words which man’s wisdom teach- 
eth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth.” 
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Again he says: ‘Paul may plant and Apollos water, but God 
alone giveth the increase.” In these passages there is a recog- 
nition of the threefold agency of the Spirit of God—in imparting 
and unfolding truth to the mind, in guiding the preacher in the 
manner of presenting truth to others, and in rendering it effectual 
in moving the hearts and consciences of men. 

If the first is secured, the other two naturally follow. If we 
who are called to teach men can ourselves be taught by the Holy 
Spirit ; if we can gaze upon the principles of Christianity and the 
hopes of the gospel, and the relations and splendors of the future 
life, through the light imparted by this divine Person of the Trin- 
ity, then may we expect to have our utterance inspired by the same 
Spirit, and a preached gospel made the wisdom of God and the 
power of God unto the salvation of men. Then can we say to our 
fellow-men, and say it as did St. Paul, with a living power: 
“Now then we are ambassadors of Christ, as though God did 
beseech you by us; we pray you in Christ’s stead be ye reconciled 
to God.” It was this Spirit, filling the soul, quickening the intel- 
lect, and taking possession of all the affections, that gave to St. 
Paul his marvelous success. 

Then the light flashed across his wong and arrested his progress 
toward Damascus—a purer light than its radiance upon the sys- 


tem of divine truth, bringing out its force and beauty, and prompt- 


ing him to ask, “Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?” His 
natural eye was blinded for a season, but the eyes of his under- 
standing were opened, so that he could discern spiritual things. 
He had been educated in the past in the principles of the Jewish 
faith. He now commences his education in the Christian faith, 
under the guidance and inspiration of the Holy Spirit, commis- 
sioned to take of the things of God and show them unto him. He 
sees, for the first time, that while the law came by Moses, grace 
and truth came by Jesus Christ. He sees the perfect harmony 
existing between the two systems, and how the former prepared 
the way for the latter. Looking back, he penetrated forms, and 
saw the substance; penetrated types and symbols, and grasped 
the truth a fact sigailied. He could see all that patriarchs had 
hoped for, or lawgivers had commanded, or prophets had spoken, 
centering in Him who said, “I am the light of the world.” _Hesaw 
the future civilization with its blessings, a rising spiritual kingdom 
on the earth, life and immortality streaming from its central orb 
of light and power. As he advanced, the bright visions of truth 
would fill his soul and lead him to exclaim: “God forbid that I 
should glory save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ!” 

He felt, too, the promptings within, to make known the precious 
truth to others. ‘‘Unto me is this grace given, that I shall preach 
among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ.” Often he 
desired that others might share in his rich experience, and he 
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would pray, as he did for the Ephesians, “That the God of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the 
spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him; the 
eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may 
know what is the hope of his calling, and what is the riches of 
the glory of his inheritance in the saints.” 

Every page of his immortal epistles glows with truths spiritually 
discerned—with doctrines unfolded to his intellect and impressed 
upon his heart by the Holy Spirit. At times the truths are so 
intense, vivid, and far-reaching—the human views mingle so ex- 
tensively with things celestial and divine—that the writer fails to 
express them fully to others. Thought escapes language; imag- 
ination soars far above imagery; aspiration meets inspiration, 
and in the third heavens beauties and glories are seen which it is 
but possible for human lips to describe. 

Let the ministry of our day catch the spirit and acquire the 
knowledge of divine truth that filled the soul of this earnest man, 
and every pulpit would be a center of spiritual power; every 
altar would receive sacrifices from ten thousand hearts; and from 
every church there would go forth streams of influence that would 
make glad the city of our God. 

Communities, nations, the world, wait for the development of 
this power. When it appears, and becomes general, then will 
you discern the dawn of millenial glory. . Then will the preachers 
of righteousness be welcomed with the anthem, “ How beautiful 
upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, 
that publish peace ; that bringeth good tidings of good, that pub- 
lisheth salvation; that saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth !” 

Then will the watchman lift up the voice and chant the inspir- 
ing words: “ Break forth into joy, sing together, ye waste places 
of Jerusalem; for the Lord hath comforted his people; he has 
redeemed Jerusalem. The Lord hath made bare bis oly arm in 
the eyes of all the nations, and all the ends of the earth shall see 
the salvation of our God.” 

May Heaven grant that the ministry inaugurated in this i 
to-night may receive the baptism of the Holy Ghost; and that 
our beloved brother may have the satisfaction of seeing this peo- 
ple built up in the most holy faith, and prospering in all spiritual 
gifts and blessings, and this church a gateway to the everlasting 
city to many precious souls ! 
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SERMON XII. 


BY REV. E. HH. GILLETT, 


PASTOR OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, HARLEM, 


WHAT IS DUTY? 
“ Turse things ought ye to have done.”—Marr. 28 : 28. 


Tuer word ought implies duty. Is there such a thing as duty? 
Is there any thing that should have control of a man above his 
own personal interest—above his pleasures and his tastes ? 

Thousands live as if they fully believed there was not. They 
are governed by self-interest. The great question with them— 
the maelstrom that swallows up every thing else—is, What will 
contribute to my gain, to my pleasure? The world they live in, 
and the world pb live for, centers in se/f. Their morality—if 
they are moral—is a matter of education or taste. Not to be 
honest would be a loss of reputation or standing. Not to be sober 
would risk health and success in business. All their virtue is 
simply natural amiability, or a matter of habit or calculation. 


Such men often go through the world with a fair reputation, 
and do some good on their way—good, however, not of the kind 
that springs from design, or holy purpose, but good like that of 
the wheel ina piece of mechanism—for God’s — without 


reference to their own plan, makes them wheels in the social 
organism. Sheltered by honorable associations, the tornado of 
temptation spares them. They stand visibly upright to the last, 
and no stain attaches to their names. But have they answered 
the end of life? Have they been governed by right motives? 
Have they built on the rock, or on the sand ? 

Sometimes they give back an answer themselves which contra- 
dicts their life. Sometimes, as remorse coils its folds about their 
sinking frame, they confess with inward agony that they have 
committed a great and life-long mistake. They spurn as mocker 
the soothing flattery that they have been upright and moral. 
The memory of their self-indulgence is to them like the hand-writ- 
ing on the wall. They see nothing high or noble or pure to redeem 
their life from the blight of a wasted probation. 

And yet men will say, If I interfere with no man’s rights, may 
I not consalt my own convenience or pleasure? May I not do 
what I will with my talents, my time, my wealth? What good 
will it do me to be a hermit, or an ascetic, to crucify ease or com- 
fort or taste by self-denial ? 

Well, tet us suppose that a man need recognize no law above 
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his own convenience or interest. What one may do, all may do. 
Duty is dispensed with. No man asks, What ought I to do? 
ere is no ought in the case. Every man’s interest, taste, or 
pleasure is his rule. What follows? What is the result in the 
family, in society, in the State? You have dissolved the whole 
framework of social order. The parent neglects the child, and 
the child disobeys the parent. Every brother is a Cain, every 
mother is an Herodias, every neighbor is an Ishmael. Will you 
remonstrate against this? How can youdo it? You must appeal 
to that obsolete principle of duty. You must recognize the fact 
that we are not independent of one another—that we owe to one 
another, without respect to what we receive, love and service. 

Introduce the principle into the State. It repeals every law, 
for civil legislation is swallowed up by individual caprice. It 
reduces social order to chaos. It inaugurates anarchy and revo- 
lution and endless civil feuds. It sanctions tyranny, and theft, 
and murder, and the will of the strongest. Ambition, avarice, 
and revenge abolish courts, and bludgeons and pistols take the 
place of sheriffs, And what becomes of patriotism? The State 
can not claim that a man should forego ease or personal gain, 
to serve either in its councils or in its armies. 

But this is not all. If there is no such thing as duty, no prom- 
ise is binding, no oath is inviolable. Why should a man observe 
truth or justice if there is no such thing as moral obligation inde- 
pendent of taste or interest? And without truth between man 
and man, where is society, where is the State? The drifting sand, 
every grain independent of its fellow, is cohesion and solidity 
itself, to a system in which every ruler is a Nero and every sub- 
ject an Ishmael. . 

Yet all this flows forth as the legitimate result when you dis- 
pense with the cement and the authority of duty. The veriest 
despotism that barbarism ever constructed could not hold together 
an Sow without some respect for the obligations of duty. The 
Dey of Algiers, or even the King of Dahomey, is forced, in spite 
of the fiendliest passions, sometimes at least, to keep his promise, 
to fulfill his engagements. 

There is, then, such a thing as duty. There is something which 
claims the right to govern a man, above his own taste or caprice 
or interests. Nay, his own nature, seared and flawed by sin till 
it threatens to crumble to absolute corruption, is still—like the 
rock interfused with silver—veined with conscience. In spite of 
the most confirmed and desperate ores the soul bows un- 
consciously before the majesty of the truth it hates, and Felix trem- 


bles at the look of his prisoner, even while his words mingle their 
tones with the clanking of his chain. 

If you examine piecemeal a steam-engine, in its operations, you 
come to what is called the governor, which is designed to regu- 
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late the engine in all its motions. You have no more doubt of its 
design than you have of the existence of the engine itself. Soif you 
take the human mind to pieces you find that this—infinitely more 
curious and complicate than any structure that human genius ever 
contrived—has its governor also. It has that which assumes'to guide 
and judge and control all a man’s actions—that which grasps the 
helm of the mind as unhesitatingly and boldly as the captain of a 
vessel directs how it shall be trimmed—issues its orders, as it were, 
in conscious mastery—looks the soul in the face when it yields to 
low, base self-interest, and says: ‘“‘ You mean, dastardly wretch ! 
blush to hold up your head among decent men.” That governor 
is the human conscience. A man may not like its control or 
company. He may abuse it, and violate it, and spurn it, and stu- 
pify it with vice and drunkenness; he may put it under the heel 
of his lusts, and bore out its eyes with sophistry, and smother its 
voice with the loud tones of revel; but—torn, bleeding, dishon- 
ored, gasping in whispers—it lives yet, and it claims its rightful 
throne, and it maintains still the tone of a king; and sometimes 
it flings off all the murderous lusts that trampled on it, and rises 
up like a giant to reiissert its control over a wrecked and trem- 
bling nature. It can not be destroyed. It can not be exiled. 
To the very last, when the flesh crumbles, and the limbs shake 
with weakness, and reason itself is ready to give way, conscience 
speaks in the soul with a voice as much more authoritative than 

1 other voices as God’s thunders are louder than human revels. 

And whence is conscience? Is it an accident? Was it dropped 
in as a fragment to fill up the seams or round out the intellectual 
or social nature of man? Nay; is it not the very substance of 
our moral nature, and does it not bear as plainly the stamp of 
design as the governor in a steam-engine? And was it not put 
there by the great Builder, and does not its very presence declare 
louder and A ccmed than words that man, in all his faculties, tastes, 
sympathies, and purposes, is to yield to its control? It is the con- 
stitutional sovereign of the empire of our faculties. To disregard 
it, is treason; to Sache it, is rebellion. To set up pleasure, or 
convenience, or gain, or personal or selfish interest, in place of it, 
is to dethrone the rightful monarch; it is, as it were, to release 
Barabbas and crucify Jesus. 

Man, then, is made under law ; he is created subject to the law 
of duty. That lawis supreme. It is as much above lust, passion, 
and interest as the laws of the United States are above the resolu- 
tions of a caucus of secessionists—as the laws of Sinai are above 
the rules of etiquette at Belshazzer’s revels or Dives’s feasts. 

If any man could yet doubt it, he would only need to compare 
the results of a life of duty with a life of pleasure—the lofty hero- 
ism of a Daniel faithfal to his God amid all the allurements of a 
heathen court, with the selfish aspirations of a Haman climbing 
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up to —— from his own gallows—the sublime fidelity of a Wash- 
ington to the sacred trust his country reposed in him, with the 
baseness of an Arnold selling himself to a golden infamy—the 
truthfulness of unswerving integrity under whose shadow the 
wronged finds shelter and the wretched pity, with the trifling, 
vain, heedless indulgence that degrades a man to the level of a 
peacock or swine. Placed side by side, even a fool might be 
struck by the contrast. One is sunlight, the other fog; one is 
the fragrance of Eden, the other a stench. The study of one in- 
spires and thrills us beyond the note of drum or trumpet or mar- 
tial strain ; the sight of the other makes us sick of human nature. 
We turn away as from a slough of filth and loathing. Yet one is 
duty incarnate, the other selfishness gone to seed. 

The great question, then, which is to determine the plan and 
destiny of a man’s life is this: Shall I yield to the supreme law 
of duty? Shall I bow to the mandate of conscience, and of God 
. speaking through the conscience? Shall I put base or selfish inter- 
est foremost, or shall I simply ask, “What ought I to do,” and 
make tlie answer final ¢ 

On that decision depends more than pen can write or tongue 
can tell. On that hinge the results of probation and the issues of 
eternity. By that is to be determined whether these years shall 
be carved into the statuary of noble and godly deeds, or whether 
they shall be ground down to the sandy rubbish with which Satan 
strews the pathway of blinded thousands to hell—whether your 
example shall be a moral lighthouse which the storm-tossed shall 
see and bless, or a rocket, whose charred remnant shall be trod 
under the heel of contempt, even by its once admirers—whether 
you will mount upward or sink downward—soar or crawl—be 
Godlike or beastlike—be the world’s benefactor or its curse— 

ow up to the stature of a sanctified manhood, or be dwarfed and 
shriveled to the littleness of base and selfish aims. 

Can any man hesitate with such a choice before him? He might 
almost as well hesitate between an angel’s crown and a felon’s 
cell, between the benediction of Heaven and the agonies of despair. 

And now the question meets him, What is duty? It is not a 
difficult one to him who is ready to deny himself and take up his 
cross—to one who has made up his mind fully to shrink from no 
task which he ought to meet—to him who stands resolved to 
thread every deed and thought on the string of right. Such a 
man will soon find that all authority centers in the will of God, 
that morality has its trne and eternal basis in religion, that he 
can not begin his course without first asking, What 2 I owe to 
that great Being in whose hand my breath is, and whose are all 
my ways? And he can not long consider this without being 
brought to feel how grossly he has sinned already, and how much 
he needs the pardoning love and grace of God. 
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And then may he find in the volume of God’s revealed will a 
release from all his difficulties, and a solution of all his doubts. 
He will find —— made for all his need. The path of duty 
will open before him, and he will see that its very starting-point 
is just where the penitent sinner bows in humble confession before 
the cross of Christ. 





SERMON XIII. 


BY REV. WILLIAM NEWELL, D.D., 


PASTOR OF THE ALLEN-STREET PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, NEW-YORK, 


THE PLEASURE OF GOD. 
“ Anp I will do all my pleasure.”—Isaran 46 : 10, 


To most men this assertion is exceedingly distasteful. It shows 
that God has his purposes, and that they will all be accomplished. 
Men are willing that God should reign in heaven—that he should 
control the planets and uphold the earth ; but they are infinitely 


unwilling that he should do his pleasure with them. 

The fierce cry that comes up from the rebel heart is, Let me 
manage my own concerns—let not this God have rule over me. 
“Let him control the great workshops of creation, and dispense to 
the universe the huge bounties of his hand, but keep him from 
the throne.” Notwithstanding this opposition of men, God still 
reigns. And he will rule in all ages and in all worlds. He will 
do all his pleasure. This sentiment of the text is proved : 

I. By the testimony of Scripture. 

IT By the grand characteristics of God. 

Ill. By the history or his universe. 


I. Says Daniel : “ He doeth according to his will in the army of 
heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth;-and none can 
stay his stand, or say unto him, What doest thou ?” 

“The Lord of hosts hath sworn, saying: Surely as I have thought 
so shall it come to pass, and as 1 have purposed so shall it stand.” 
—IsaraH 14 : 24. 

And, says our text: “I will do all my pleasure.” In all places 
and for ever. Surely if there is a doctrine in the Bible, promi- 
nent as the sun in the heavens, it is God’s sovereignty as a Ruler. 


II. The grand characteristics of God prove that he must do all 
his pleasure. He is the only self-existent being in the universe— 
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the great Uncreated. He is every where present. “Can any 
hide himself in secret places that I shall not see him?” Not only 
can he plan in accordance with infinite wisdom, mercy, and jus- 
tice, but he has omnipotent power to execute these purposes. Be. 
side, God from eternity knew what would come to pass. “Iam 
God, and there is none like me, declaring the end from the be- 
ginning.” In reference to the future, there is neither ignorance 
nor doubt. He knoweth with certainty; and we must either 
deny his fore-knowledge, or admit that his plans are fixed, and 
that he will do all his pleasure. Not that he taketh pleasure in 
the sins of men—his soul abhorreth them. He made man free to 
choose. He knew that he would choose evil as well as good; and 
for reasons satisfactory to his own mind he determined to allow it. 


III. The history of God’s universe proves that he will do all 
his pleasure. 

1. The history of the fallen angels shows it. 

When they sinned, God banished them from heaven. “He 
thrust them down to caverns of despair that never shall be opened, 
and bound them there with chains that never shall be unloosed.” 
And this was the just punishment of rebellion. But it was the 
act of a sovereign; for when man rebelled against the same 
God, and the same punishment was threatened; and the same 
thunder-bolts were prepared, and the same sword was drawn, a 
voice was heard in heaven, “ Forbear, I have found a ransom.” 
Is there a human being dissatisfied with the workings of God’s 
pleasure? Then you are dissatisfied with a sovereignty that spares 
you and provides for your eternal blessedness, when committing 
the same sin for which the angels were thrust into the bottomless 

it. 

2. The history of nations shows that God will do all his pleas- 
ure. Those nations most prospered, most arrogant, and most 
likely to trample down the weak, have toppled over. They have 
become a wonder and a warning to the nations of the earth, while 
God has strengthened the weak and established the feeble. 

Nebuchadnezzar was the test general, the richest man, and 
the mightiest sovereign on the face of the earth. He looked out 
upon the most magnificent city in the world. It was “the golden 
city, the hammer of the whole earth.” And yet this mighty king 
was driven from men, and did eat grass as oxen, and in the days 
of his grandson his mighty kingdom was swallowed - in the 
Persian empire. And from that day to this the nation that prac- 
ticed righteousness has been exalted, while the nation, however 
powerful, that would not serve God, has perished. And the sov- 
ereignty of God has been seen in it all. How prominent has 
been the intervention of God in the birth, infancy, and growth of 
our own nation! He brought hither the pious fathers. He shield- 





THE PLEASURE OF GOD. 137 


ed them from the wild fury of the savage. He helped us in the 
mighty struggles of the Revolution. He guided us to independ- 
ence. He gave us our civil and religious Besden. He made us 
and kept us a Christian nation. He erected here a vast asylum 
for the poor and oppressed of the earth. Let us, then, trust and 
serve him, and he will still exalt us. He will bring to nanght 
the madness and machinations of our enemies. He will break 
every rod and loosen every fetter. Upon the wreck of false sys- 
tems and base institutions and barbarous habits, he will make of 
us @ glorious nation, whose God is the Lord. Watching and 
longing nations shall follow in our footsteps. And our regenera- 
tion shall be as life from the dead to a struggling world. 

3. The history of man proves that God will do all his pleasure. 
How many things in that history are beyond man’s control !—his 
birth and physical constitution and early training. 

One is born to affluence, and is trained to expect the obsequious 
attentions of those around him. Every wish is gratified, every 
nod is heeded. He has every facility for physical and social and 
mental improvement. Every effort is made to shield him from 
the slightest annoyances of life. ia 

In that same street is born another, who is in every respect in- 
ferior. He is the child of a drunkard. He is an heir to woes 
that no tongue can describe. He is puny in person and feeble in 
intellect. He shrinks _ in terror from a brutal parent that 
should cherish and love him. He drags his weary limbs from 
door to door. And he lays his crazed head down to die amid want 
and neglect and crime and ignorance and eternal despair. 

One is born and trained a savage, another a heathen. One isa 
Roman Catholic, another a Mohammedan. One is a prince, an- 
other is a slave. 

Still another is the only child of his parents, and they are 
Christians. He is early consecrated to God in baptism. He drops 
upon his bended knee, and with the hand of a loving mother 
upon his little head, he learns to lisp the words: “ Our Father 
which art in heaven.” Cries go up to heaven in his behalf from 
that loving, pleading heart. He is trained to be a disciple. He 
is converted to God. Hespends his life in toils for Christ. And 
having been a joy to friends and a blessing to his race, he sleeps 
in Jesus and wakes in heaven. 

All these different persons have within them a consciousness of 
right and wrong. They are free to learn and to choose. If they 
do wickedly they will be punished in accordance with the light 
which they may have. ‘For he who knew not shall be beaten 
with few stripes.” 

And yet, how stupendous is the difference! And God has al- 
lowed it. Let no man here complain of God’s sovereignty, but 
rather praise him from a full heart, that he has made you to differ 
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from those who have been given up to poverty, superstition, 
degradation, and crime. 

he plans of men depend for success upon the pleasure of God. 
No man can control results that are future; for these results 
may depend upon a thousand incidents that can neither be fore- 
seen noravoided. How many of our projects are depending upon 
the clouds and the winds! Napoleon once said that Providence 
was on the side of the best-served artillery. But he found himself 
mistaken. It is believed that if he had commenced the battle of 
Waterloo according to his plan in the morning he would have won 
the victory before noon ; but as the rain had soaked he cultivated 
fields, he could not move his artillery until mid-day. At four 
o’clock Blucher arrived with thirty thousand men, and turned the 
tide of battle against him. That rain, probably, settled the des- 
tiny of Bonaparte, changed the map of Europe, and deeply affect- 
ed the condition of civilization and religion. The fatal epidemic 
depends upon the condition of the atmosphere. ole fleets are 
driven to the bottom by the tempests. The harvests of a whole 
country are ruined by the insect, the rot, or the drought. This 
country is said to have lost ten millions of dollars by a recent frost. 
The lightning and the flames are the winged messengers of God. 
Men talk of their water-works, their fire-engines, their fire-proof 
buildings, and their insurance companies, and they feel secure— 
they can take care of themselves. But suddenly the cry of fire 
is heard. Driven by furious gales, it flies from building to build- 
ing. Clouds of flame are whirled through the streets. Then 
comes a terrific explosion. Broken beams, bales of goods, and 
the limbs of men are flying through the air. Men stand aghast, 
while whole blocks and sections of the city—millions upon millions 
of treasure—fly away toward heaven and are lost forever. Marble 
dwellings and princely shops are but blackened masses of smoulder- 
ing ruins. Banks and insurance offices all together fail, and “ the 
assertion is wrung from the gaping multitude, God was there.” God 
was always there. For ages he had averted the devouring flames. 

Man, then, may eg the most consummate wisdom, he may 
plan the most brilliant schemes of pecuniary profit and personal 
advancement, and yet he may fail. Like Pharaoh, Absalom, and 
Haman, men, every where, are doomed to disappointment. 

The conversion of men depends upon the pleasure of God. 
God has provided salvation for all his accountable creatures, He 
has given to all the power of securing it. He desires that all 
should have it. And yet he allows some to reject it, while he in- 
duces others freely and earnestly to seek it. Every Christian 
must exclaim with the apostle, “ 7 the grace of God I am what 
Iam.” This position is established by the whole history of the 
church. How often have we seen it in revivals of religion! A 
solemnity pervades the entire community. The thoughts of men 
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are upon their sins, upon the judgment, upon eternity. The sal- 
vation of the cross is transcendently precious, Jesus isthe “ chief 
among ten thousand.” Christians agonize and angels exult. We 
look for the conversion of numbers whose prospects seem to be 
most hopeful. But while some of them wait and reason and 
doubt and reject salvation, and finally wonder and perish, others, 
who had seemed to be the most thoughtless and the most hopeless, 
hasten to the cross of Christ and take the kingdom of heaven by 
force. And when the question comes, “Why is it so?” the 
answer is, “ Even so, Father; for so it seemed good in thy sight.” 

In saying that the conversion of men depends upon the pleasure 
of God, I do not mean that he converts men by almighty power, 
without the use of means; or that he moves minds and worlds by 
the same force. Saul of Tarsus was arrested in his course by 
miraculous power; but he was converted by the Word and Spirit 
of God. He was made willing, in view of motive, in the day of 
God’s power. He was free and active in his choice of Jesus. 

Neither do I mean that he made some on purpose to be 
destroyed. ‘ As I live, saith the Lord God, I have no pleasure in 
the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his’ way 
and live.” It has been truly said that “‘G8d will never illumine 
heaven with his glory, and fill it with his praise, by sacrificing 
helpless, unoffending creatures to eternal torment. He will never 
finally punish one until he is perfectly convinced himself, even to 
the satisfaction of the universe, that he really deserves it.” But 
I do mean that God, by his providence, ministry, church, Word, 
and Holy Spirit, does, in his mercy, lead some freely to accept of 
pardon ; while, in his justice, he leaves others to reject these same 
means to their own destruction. : 

The pleasure of God will be accomplished in the death of his 
creatures. How strangely and unexpectedly do men die! They 
guard against the approach of death in one direction and it comes 
from another. It comes with the cold, the fever, the consumption ; 
with the sun, the rain, the wind; with the storm, the sleep, the 
insect ; with the ride, the walk, the sail. Disease is lurking every 
where. It is creeping, unseen, over the strongest frames. Men 
die instantly from the accident, the bullet-shot, the apoplexy. We 
are in perils every where. Millions sink down, like lead, beneath 
the stormy waves. Others are floating down our inland rivers, by 
the side of green banks and singing birds and busy towns. Even 
there they are wilted by the scalding steam or driven overboard 


by the devouring flames. Others are journeying in the cars. 
Without warning there is a sudden crash. The car rushes toward 
them in fragments. They are tossed in the air like chaff. Cars, 
baggage, engines, and human bones are crushed together in one 
hurricane of destruction. 


Here is a man for whom the grave is opening. What is he do- 
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ing? Is he seriously reflecting? Is he deeply anxious? Is he 
bowed in sorrow? Is he seeking forgiveness with fear and trem- 
bling? Is he taking the kingdom of” heaven by force? Oh! no, 
no. Turn here. is mighty throng, with anxious brow and 
flushed face and quaking heart: they are struggling onward in 
search of wealth and fame and pleasure. And see that man. He 
has not a moment to think of death. He is in the foremost ranks. 
Heleadsthe van. Herushesforward. Andhark! Those clarion 
sounds! He is shouting “ Victory!” A neglecter of God, a 
despiser of his ways, what thinks he of death? His companions 
fall. He hears the sigh, the dirge, the funeral bell. But he is 
strong. Here is a grave opening before him. He sees it. He 
turns to avoid it. He tries to leap over it. But a destiny is on 
him—a strong hand guides him. Like a man pierced on the 
battle-field, a dart from death’s quiver, aimed from the throne of 
God, reaches his heart. He trembles. He falters. He sinks 
down into thatopen grave. Heisburiedup. The heedless throng 
tramp down his new-made grave and hurry on. “ Yesterday the 

olden tints of morning were reflected from all his possessions. 

o-day, midnight’s dark and dreary pall spreads its sable folds on 
every thing he owned*” 

You, too, will die. Yourdaysare numbered. Your grave will 
open. The time and the way of your death are already settled by 
the pleasure of God. The breath of your nostrils is in his hands. 
When you breathe, he gives you the power. That power will fail : 
those lungs will cease to heave, that heart will cease to beat; and 
you will die—die in God’s time, die in God’s way. 

Rem. 1. This is a most delightful doctrine to the Christian. 
You remember the time when you were bound in the chains of 
sin, and were dragged onward as a slave of Satan. God in his 
sovereign pleasure has broken those chains and brought you de- 
liverance. You will still have conflicts and trials. You may meet 
with poverty, loss, and derision. You will pass alone through the 
valley of death. How sweet to lie in the arms of Jesus !—to see 
his smiling face—to hear his soothing words, “ My peace I give 
unto you!” Through all your course it is a source of unutterable 
delight to your soul that God will do all his pleasure. 

e see nothing in this subject to discourage the turning peni- 
tent. The teaching of the whole doctrine is, that the result of all 
your business is in the hands of God. Do you, therefore, give up 
business? Do you relinquish all efforts to acquire property? Or 
do you labor on, trusting in God for success? You trust and toil 
on, though God has not left a single promise that your wisest and 
a plans shall positively insure success. 

our encouragements in seeking Christ are infinitely superior 


For here God does promise; that is a part of his glorious sove- 
reignty—the corner-stone of his immutable government; he does 
i 





THE PLEASURE OF GOD. ; 141 


romise everlasting salvation to your soul, if you believe on Jesus. 
Hie has not said that you shall surely be rich if you strive ever so 
industriously ; but he has said, Seek and ye shall find, repent and 
you shall be forgiven. Is that bad? Is that discouraging? Is 
that reprobation? God’s sovereign pleasure is a system of mercy 
—mercy through Jesus Christ. itis all mercy. “There is not a 
drop of reprobation in it.” If you resist it, and fail of heaven, is 
it not your own fault? Can you reach perdition without passing 
directly by the cross of Christ and the open gate of heaven? Talk, 
then, as we may about decrees, and election, and God’s sovereign 
pleasure, we shall never perish through any fault of God’s. 

We see the unreasonableness of opposing the sovereign pleasure 
of God. Should he not rule what he has made and what he sus- 
tains? Men, says a distinguished divine, tell how God ought and 
ought not to govern. ‘“ Mey form schemes of providence and 
plans of government opposed to God. But what are they oppos- 
ing? Thoughts of the great Eternal—plans of an infinite mind 
that fill eternity—projects that are marching on and on, while a 
hundred generations of these poor simple creatures are swept from 
the earth and lie mouldering with the worms of the dust.” Is not 
God able to rule his kingdom? Then who is? 

Is not He who “layeth the beams of his chambers in the waters, 
who maketh the clouds his chariot, who walketh upon the win 
of the wind,” strong enough to govern? Listen to his voice in 
“the hurricane’s wrath, the thunder’s roar, the volcano’s flames, the 
ocean’s surge, the planet’s circuit.” These are but mere whispers 
of his omnipotence. Can all the mad and riotous spirits on earth 
muster a force that he can not instantly crush? Can all the tur- 
bulent fiends in hell raise a tumult that he can not instantly quell? 

And does he not know enough to govern ‘—He who knew the 
end from the beginning, and pierced time’s vista through at a 

lance. Is he not wise and just and merciful enough to rule? 

hen this, earthly paradise was spoiled by sin, he consummated a 
scheme for saving earth’s apostates by sacrificing Heaven’s Beloved. 
Should we govern better 

The murmuring Jews once dictated to him about food. He 
gave them their desire, and they perished. So at thisday. Men 
storm with wrath, and sigh with disappointment, when frustrated 
in their plans, when those very plans would have destroyed them. 
I have known a family murmur at God because they were detain- 
ed in a journey, when all who went on were either burned or 
drowned. I have known a man rave with wrath at a disappoint- 
ment that resulted in his conversion. I have known a sinner who 
quarreled with the decrees of God. But if the infinite Jehovah 
had not been absolutely bent on mercy we never should have 
known but one decree, and that would have been, wrath instant 
and wrath eternal upon every revolting rebel. 











142 


THE PRAYER-MEETING. 





I have known a man curse the God who made him, and long to 
hurl him from heaven’s throne. And yet had any but a sovereign 
ruled he would never have writhed in anguish over his sins. He 
would have slept profoundly that night when he tossed and groaned 
under the crushing weight of God’s burning curse. He would 
have been madly driving to perdition that morning when his 
—_ heart melted before the cross of Christ. He would have 

een awfully stupid or wildly alarmed that night when, with an 
angel’s ecstasy and a seraph’s rapture, he sweetly died, and slept 
in Jesus. Yes, but for God’s sovereign pleasure, his eternity sn 
have been one long, unending scene of accumulating, torturing 
anguish. But now his fingers sweep the lyre, his rapturous 
vaice shouts the chorus, and his bursting heart pours forth its 
wealth of love to that infinite Sovereign who hath done all his 
pleasure. 

Beloved hearer, do you object to the will of God? You can 
not prevent it. And why do you resist it? Is it not his pleas- 
ure to do you good? Do you take his countless favors and _for- 
swear your allegiance ? Is this manly? Is it noble? How 
futile and fiendish is this resistance! Do you still adhere to it? 
Then, “Suppose,” said a saint now in heaven, “suppose you come 
now and deposit here upon this altar all that you have ever re- 
ceived from God. Here lay down your food, clothing, intellect, 
knowledge, wealth, friends, all, all that you have from him, and thus 
fly oy & alone, to some wildly-rolling orb, and govern yourself.” 
But so long as you live in his Godlike image, and hear of his lov- 
ing Saviour, and grasp his infinite bounties, let your heart and 
voice go up in that sweet melody of heaven: “ Hallelujah! for 
the Lord God omnipotent reigneth.” 
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Prayers for our Country. 


one over the other. The crisis is 
Perruaps there has never been 


solemn—it is tremendous. But 











a-period in the history of this land 
when so much prayer was offered 
up to Heaven, to that Almighty 
Being who hears, and who can, in 
his own time and way, answer 
prayer, as in these days of deep 
public anxiety and concern, The 
day, the hour almost, in the mighty 
struggle of two armies has come 
for the mastery and the victory 





all is in the hands of God. Minis- 
ters and pastors feel it. Christians 
feel it. Parents and relatives who 
have brothers, sons, and fathers in 
the army feel it. They know not 
the day nor the hour when these 
loved ones may fall on the battle- 
field to rise no more. Hence ear- 
nest prayer ascends from the pul- 
pit—from the prayer-meeting— 
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from the family altar—from the 
closet, that God would hear and 
answer and save. There is a 
strong faith that God will hear 
and answer these earnest suppli- 
cations, and speedily put an end 
to this dreadful state of things and 
this fearful rebellion. So may 


it be in God’s own time and way. 
Let all praying ones plead ear- 
nestly for this most desirable re- 
sult, and to God be all the praise. 


Prayer, Providence, Business. 


Unover the laws of Providence 
life is a probation; probation is a 
succession of temptations ; tempt- 
ations are emergencies; and for 
emergencies we need the prepara- 
tion of the safeguard of prayer. We 
have duties which are perilous. We 
meet surprises of evil. We strug- 
gle with a wily adversary. We feel 
perplexities of conscience, in which 
holy decision depends on the 
mind we bring to them. We en- 
counter disappointments which 
throw us back from our hopes 
rudely. We have difficult labors, 
in which we sometimes come to a 
“dead lock ;” we do not know 
what todo. We have an unknown 
experience opening upon us every 
hour. We are like travelers in a 
fog, who can not see an arm’s- 
length before them. Providence 
is thus continually calling for the 
aids of prayer; and in a soul which 
is keen in its vigilance, prayer will 
be continually responsive to prov- 
idences and anticipative of them. 

Are there not, in the lives of us 
all, moments when, without the 
formality of retirement to the 
closet, we feel disposed to pray ? 
We are conscious of special at- 
traction toward God. Perha 
with no obvious reason for “look- 
ing up” now rather than an hour 
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ago, we do look up. “We feel 
just like praying.” It is as if 
we heard heavenly voices saying, 
“Come up hither.” 

There is often a beautiful alli- 
ance between providence and 
grace in these experiences. A 
Christian who will be studious of 
his own history will probably dis- 
cover that often the occasions for 
such fragmentary communings 
with God follow hard upon these 
secret incitements to them. Emer- 
gencies come soon for which they 
are needed. The Holy Spirit has 
anticipated them, and sought to 
forearm us. Providence and grace 
= hover over us, not far asun- 

er. 


Pardon and Peace. 


A prisoner, who held a high 
position in the world, and was a 
great favorite with the king, was 
one day brought before the judge, 
charged with a very great crime. 
He took his place at the bar with 
the utmost coolness, and looked at 
the judge and jury and the crowd of 
spectators as calmly as if he were 
surrounded by his friends in his 
own house. The trial began, wit- 
nesses were called up, and gave 
clear evidence that he was guilty, 
but still he remained as calm and 
unmoved as ever. There was not 
the east emotion visible on his 
countenance, but, on the contrary, 
his face wore a smile. At last 
the jury came in, and, while every- 
body held their breath, pronounced 
the verdict of “Guilty.” In an 
instant every eye was turned to- 
ward the prisoner to see the ef- 
fect which the sentence would 
have upon him. And, just then, 
he put his hand into his bosom, 
and laid on the tahle a pardon—a 
full, free pardon for all his crimes, 
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sealed with the royal signet. This 
was the secret of his peace, that 
was what gave him coolness and 
confidence in the dreadful position 
of a prisoner before his king. 

_ Now, just such peace and calm- 
ness may we have in the judgment- 
d-_, before the great white throne. 
Jesus our Saviour has died to pay 
all our debts, and to take away 
the sins of the whole world, and 
he tells us all, that he will give a 
a full, free pardon, sealed with 
the signet of the King of kings, if 
we will goto him in faith, and ask 
him for it. And, therefore, if we 
go to Jesus now and tell him that 
we want this pardon very much, 
that when we stand before the 
great white throne we may not be 
condemned, and cast into prison, 
he will give it to us. But if we 
do not go to him, and do not get 
this pardon, then the judge will 
deliver us to the officer, and the 
officer will cast us into the dark 
and dismal prison of hell. 


Do the Work of an Evangelist. 


You are the pastor of a church. - 


This exhortation may be made to 
you, You can do this if you 
will. Try to preach as well as 
the itinerant evangelist. You 
can not practice his arts; you can 
not captivate by novelty, like him ; 
but you can learn and practice 
expedients in making your ser- 
mons and in preaching, which 
will arouse the attention, and help 
ou in making deep impressions. 

ry to interest the people more 
by your preaching. Determine 
that you will be a good preacher. 
ak up the old monotones ; vary 


your subjects more; make your 
manner of preaching a subject 
of self-examination and prayer. 
Many a fault of elocution comes 
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from a wrong state of mind and 
heart. You can create such an 
interest in your preaching that 
people will come to meetin 

expecting to be interested an 

moved. Do what you would if 
you were a popular evangelist, 
being as you are, a stated pastor 
with a pastor’s influence and ad- 
vantages. We are not so much 
an earnest ministry as we should 
be. Next Sabbath let us try to 
interest the people more, please 
them to their edification, gain 
their attention, make the church 
feel that God has visited us, and 
is about to visit them. Unless 
we as pastors do the work of an 
evangelist, there will be some 
plea on the part of evangelists to 
come and do it for us. We know 
of no better word of exhortation 
for a pastor to bear in mind than 
this: Do the work of an evangel- 
ist. He can do that work, and 
much more which an evangelist 
can never do. Blessed honor and 
privilege, to be the pastor of a 
church, a stated minister of a peo- 
ple! Let us make full proof of it. 


Commit Yourselves. 


Ir is not always best to commit 
yourselves on every thing. In 
some things it is policy, nay, duty, 
to keep your own counsels. it 
might do more harm than good to 
disclose them. But it is not so in 
= You should always be 
ready to commit yourselves on the 
Lord’s side—to “ give a reason for 
the hope that is in you.” It will 
strengthen your purpose — your 
character—and make you a bold- 
er, better Christian ; and it will be 
a great means of doing good to 
others. You should thus hold up 
the cross of Christ, and throw 
your influence on the right side. 





